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“What Child is This: Awake” 
by 

Skit Guys Studios 
 
 
 

What A shepherd recounts his experience of learning about the birth of Jesus from an 
angel in the field. Humbled by the invitation to meet the Christ child, he shares 
how his soul has been awake ever since.  (Part of the What Child Is This? 
Christmas bundle) Themes: Christmas, Good News, Great Joy, Shepherds, 
Angels  

 
Who Shepherd   
 
When Bible times 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

It’s not necessary to wear biblical robes. You can wear simple, neutral or earth 
tone clothing.  
Campfire  
Stool, box or large rock for Shepherd to sit on 

 
Why Luke 2:8-20 
 
How It’s possible to add other shepherds to this skit, since the main shepherd is 

talking to others. The extras can react and even throw in questions to prompt 
the shepherd’s lines. Use some young boys, about 3 or so. They can range from 
ages 12 and up.  
 
The shepherd should have excitement and energy in his voice, as if he’s reliving 
the whole experience over again. The important thing is to “paint a picture” for 
the audience. When describing the events that took place, visualize what you 
saw.  
 
It is not necessary for the actor to use a Southern accent. 
 
*For performance and costuming ideas, watch the video “What Child is This: 
Awake” at SkitGuys.com.  

 
Time Approximately 3 minutes 
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The Shepherd is standing, addressing the newer shepherds.  

Shep: Alright now, listen up, boys. Y’all wanna be good sheepherders, there’s 
two things you gotta remember. One. Stay awake. Two. Ask questions. 

Benji raises his hand and asks, “What if a wild animal comes around and— “ 

 Not now, Benji! I mean…ask questions if something don’t look right, or 
if you got a strange feeling in your gut. Like, for instance, that night all 
them angels showed up. Most the guys were asleep. But not me. I was 
wide awake, just like my daddy taught me. 

Benji says, “Now you’re just braggin’. “ 

 You bet I’m braggin’. Bein’ awake is what separates the boys from the 
men, son. So…there I was, middle of the night— 

With a pointed look at Benji, as if proving his point… 

 —wide awake, sitting by the fire.  And then, all the sudden, I had this 
fluttering in my gut, kind of like something is about to happen, but you 
don’t really know. 

As he is processing his thoughts, he sits. 

 You know, you just don’t know, you know? I walk over this little rise, and 
then…BINGO! The biggest, scariest looking angel you ever did see, not 
that I’d seen one before. First thing out of his mouth, was “Don’t be 
afraid.” Too late.  

 But, then he gets this real nice look on his face, and he says, “I got good 
news to tell ya.” And then that big ole angel, he says, “A baby got born 
tonight, and he’s gonna save the world. 

 A whole mess of other angels show up. And they was saying, “Glory to 
God! Glory to God in the highest!” That’s what they kept saying. Whew! 
Then they was gone.  

Beat 

 I don’t need to tell ya that we don’t get invitations like that, you know. 
Being crusty ole sheepherders and all. But we went to Bethlehem and I 
met that mama and that baby boy. I think they were a little shocked to 
see us. But we told her what happened, about the angels and all. That 
tickled her pink, I think.  

 We all stood around for a while, making sure everything was alright, 
kinda like when a new lamb gets born, and after you figure out that 
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everything’s okay, you just sorta settle in, and you just kinda take in the 
whole thing…that’s what we were doin’.  But this was different, because 
underneath that big, bright star, we was watching the world-saving 
baby… 

Finding the right words. 

 …we got to brag on him.  

 And Benji, this ole soul? It’s been awake ever since.  

Lights fade.  
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